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High court upholds precedents on deference to agencies 
By Jessica Gresko 
The Associated Press, June 26, 2019 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Supreme Court on Wednesday rejected a conservative push to limit the 
power of federal agencies. 

The high court declined to overrule two past cases that had been criticized by conservatives as giving 
unelected officials vast lawmaking power. But the way the justices clarified the older rulings led one justice 
to suggest that while the cases hadn’t been overruled they’d been left “on life support.” 

Chief Justice John Roberts broke with his more conservative colleagues and joined the court’s four liberal 
justices in refusing to overrule the earlier cases. The court’s other conservatives were ready to, in the words 
of Justice Neil Gorsuch, “say goodbye” to the decisions. 

The issue of overturning precedents is front and center during this term of the court as observers are 
watching to see how far and how fast a newly more conservative court is willing to go in its decisions. The 
court’s ruling was something of a surprise because when the court takes a case with the specific purpose of 
reconsidering whether to overrule a past decision it is generally a signal it is ready to do so. 

The case the court was considering has to do with how courts should respond when an agency — such as 
the Transportation Security Administration or Mine Safety and Health Administration — writes a 
regulation that is ambiguous. Previous cases said judges should defer to an agency’s interpretation of its 
own ambiguous regulation if the interpretation is reasonable. 

Justice Elena Kagan wrote that the approach makes sense: “Want to know what a rule means? Ask its 
author.” 

Kagan, writing for a majority of the court, reiterated that an agency has “significant leeway to say what its 
own rules mean.” But she also explained the limits of when deference applies, noting among other things 
that the agency’s reading must still be reasonable and deference shouldn’t apply unless the regulation is 
genuinely ambiguous. 

Conservatives have criticized the Supreme Court’s deference decisions for some time. Before his death 
three years ago Justice Antonin Scalia, who himself wrote the unanimous 1997 Auer v. Robbins decision 
the court was being asked to overrule, said it should be abandoned. Some of his conservative colleagues 
similarly questioned the decision and one from 1945 that preceded it, Bowles v. Seminole Rock & Sand 
Co. 

Gorsuch wrote for himself and three fellow conservatives that it should have been easy for the justices to 
“say goodbye to Auer v. Robbins.” Instead, he said his colleagues left it on “life support.” He said the “new 
and nebulous qualifications and limitations” that his colleagues in the majority imposed mean the doctrine 
of agency deference “emerges maimed and enfeebled — in truth, zombified.” 

The specific case before the justices involved Vietnam veteran James Kisor. Kisor has been diagnosed with 
post-traumatic stress disorder and has tangled with the Department of Veterans Affairs over disability 
benefits. Kisor said he should get benefits back to the 1980s while the VA, interpreting its own regulation, 
disagreed, saying he should only get benefits back to 2006. The justices sent Kisor’s case back to a lower 
court to be reviewed in light of the court’s decision. 

The case is 18-15, Kisor v. Wilkie. 

___ 

Follow Jessica Gresko on Twitter at http://twitter.com/jessicagresko 
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LGBTQ news coverage still evolving 50 years after 
Stonewall 
By David Bauder 
The Associated Press, June 21, 2019 

In this Friday June 14, 2019, photo, Stonewall Inn visitors read 
news clipping headlining the 1969 riots that followed a police raid 
of the bar in New York. Some of the coverage of rioting was itself a 
source of the fury that led Stonewall to become a synonym for the 
fight for gay rights.(AP Photo/Bebeto Matthews) 
NEW YORK (AP) — During the 1969 series of riots that followed 
a police raid of the Stonewall Inn, the New York Daily News 
headlined a story that quickly became infamous: “Homo Nest 
Raided, Queen Bees are Stinging Mad.” 

Some of the coverage of rioting outside the gay bar — unimaginable today in mainstream publications for 
its mocking tone — was itself a source of the fury that led Stonewall to become a synonym for the fight for 
gay rights. 

Fifty years later, media treatment of the LGBTQ community has changed and is still changing. 

“The progress has been extraordinary, with the caveat that we still have a lot to do,” said Cathy Renna, a 
former executive for the media watchdog GLAAD, who runs her own media consulting firm. 

Before Stonewall, mainstream media coverage of gays was generally nonexistent or consisted of negative, 
police blotter items. 

When a small group demonstrated against government treatment outside the White House in 1965, a 
newspaper headline said, “Protesters Call Government Unfair to Deviants,” noted Josh Howard, whose film 
“The Lavender Scare,” about an Eisenhower-era campaign against gays and lesbians in government, aired 
on PBS this week. 

A 1966 Time magazine article called homosexuality “a pathetic little second-rate substitute for reality, a 
pitiable flight from life. As such it deserves fairness, compassion, understanding and, when possible, 
treatment. But it deserves no encouragement, no glamorization, no rationalization, no fake status as 
minority martyrdom, no sophistry about simple differences in taste and above all, no pretense that it is 
anything but a pernicious sickness.” 

This is the sort of thing that Howard, who was 14 at the time of Stonewall, read about people like himself 
when he was young. 

“It’s a hard way to grow up,” said the longtime CBS News producer. “I sort of realized that it was safe for 
me to be in the closet.” 

A framed newspaper clipping hangs inside the Stonewall Inn, 
covering the 1969 riots that followed a police raid of the bar. (AP 
Photo/Bebeto Matthews) 

Stonewall got some straightforward coverage at the time, although 
stories in The New York Times and the New York Post were buried 
well inside the newspapers. An Associated Press story from June 
30, 1969, said “police cleared the streets in the Sheridan Square area 
of Greenwich Village early Sunday as crowds of young men 

complained of police harassment of homosexuals.” 
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New York television stations ignored it, so the visual record amounts to a handful of still pictures. 

The Daily News story was filled with slurs, and it began: “She sat there with her legs crossed, the lashes of 
her mascara-coated eyes beating like the wings of a hummingbird. She was angry. She was so upset she 
hadn’t bothered to shave.” 

At the time, many demonstrators were more upset with riot coverage by the now-defunct alternative 
newsweekly The Village Voice, said Edward Alwood, author of “Straight News: Gays, Lesbians and the 
News Media.” 

One Voice writer holed up with police inside Stonewall and said he wished he was armed. “The sound 
filtering in doesn’t suggest dancing faggots anymore,” Howard Smith wrote. “It sounds like a powerful 
rage bent on vendetta.” 

Another Voice writer, Lucian Truscott IV, repeatedly referred to “faggot” and “faggotry” and said of the 
rioters at one point, “limp wrists were forgotten.” 

“That event has generally been seen through political lenses,” Alwood said. “It was also a wake-up call for 
the media.” 

In this 1972 photo, members of the Gay Activists Alliance hold a 
protest against the New York Daily News for its use of homophobic 
slurs in its coverage of the LGBTQ community. (Rudy Grillo/The 
LGBT Community Center National History Archive, via AP) 

The immediate impact was growth and a heightened profile for 
news outlets specifically oriented to gays and lesbians, said Eric 
Marcus, author of the book “Making Gay History” and host of a 
podcast of the same name. 

Marcus wrote in an essay this week about how Time magazine’s 1966 story “just about burned the skin off 
my face as I read it.” 

Time didn’t cover Stonewall, but in October 1969 published a cover story about the emerging civil rights 
movement. While more straightforward in its reporting than the essay three years earlier, the story “was 
still dripping with sarcasm and contempt,” he said. 

Time published Marcus’ piece as part of its Stonewall anniversary coverage, although it didn’t apologize 
for its past work. 

While outright hate within the mainstream media subsided through the years, discomfort and stereotyping 
persisted. The go-to gay image for most publications was a silhouette of two men holding hands. 

Coverage of gays in the military, for example, focused on “showers and submarines,” Renna said, or the 
unease of straight males in the presence of gays. Lesbians were barely mentioned, a sign of little awareness 
of diversity. 

Through her work at GLAAD, Renna saw how Ellen DeGeneres’ revelation that she was a lesbian, both the 
ABC sitcom character she played at the time and the comedian in real life, was pivotal to promoting 
understanding. 

Renna has urged journalists to pay attention to their language. Being gay is not a lifestyle, she notes; 
“Having a dog is a lifestyle.” She also urges the use of “sexual orientation” as opposed to “sexual 
preference,” a recognition that being gay isn’t a choice. 

“The vast majority of journalists are not homophobic,” she said. “They’re homo-ignorant.” 
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Renna, who wears her hair short and favors tailored suits, is used to being mistaken for a man. Until about a 
decade ago, people she would correct generally shrugged. As a sign of changing attitudes, “now people fall 
over themselves to apologize once they realize I’m a girl,” she said. 

A handbook of terminology for news organizations that is put out by LGBTQ journalists has helped 
increase awareness. 

There are still missteps. The AP decreed in 2013 that its journalists would not use the word “husband” or 
“wife” in reference to a legally married gay or lesbian couple. After a protest, the AP reversed its call a 
week later. 

Two 2017 entries in the AP Stylebook , considered the authoritative reference for journalists on the use of 
language, illustrate how far things have come since the “queen bees” days 50 years ago. The AP endorses 
the use of “they, them or theirs” as singular pronouns (replacing he or she) if the story subject requests it, 
although the AP urges care in writing to avoid confusion. 

The stylebook also reminds readers that not all people fit under one of two categories for gender, “so avoid 
references to both, either or opposite sexes.” 

Gender identification remains an object of confusion for many journalists. Activists also urge news 
organizations to be aware of people who are emboldened to lash out at the LGBTQ community by the 
divided politics of the past few years. 

With the Stonewall anniversary, Marcus, of “Making Gay History,” has been busy working with news 
organizations doing stories about the event. 

One publication he finds particularly interested and responsible in marking the occasion is the New York 
Daily News. The News on June 7 wrote an editorial recognizing its unseemly moment in history. 

“We here at the Daily News played an unhelpful role in helping create a climate that treated the victims as 
the punchline of jokes, not as dignified individuals with legitimate complaints about mistreatment,” the 
newspaper wrote. “For that, we apologize.” 

It was the newspaper’s second apology for its 1969 story in four years. 
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The young are regarded as the most tolerant generation. 
That's why results of this LGBTQ survey are 'alarming' 
By Susan Miller 
USA TODAY, June 24, 2019 

VIDEO. LGBTQ rights have come a long way in the U.S. But the 
community still faces threats in the form of legalization, discrimination and 
even violence. Just the FAQs, USA TODAY 

Young people are growing less tolerant of LGBTQ individuals, a jarring 
turn for a generation traditionally considered embracing and open, a survey 
released Monday shows. 

The number of Americans 18 to 34 who are comfortable interacting with LGBTQ people slipped from 53% 
in 2017 to 45% in 2018 – the only age group to show a decline, according to the annual Accelerating 
Acceptance report. And that is down from 63% in 2016. 

Driving the dilution of acceptance are young women whose overall comfort levels plunged from 64% in 
2017 to 52% in 2018, says the survey conducted by The Harris Poll on behalf of LGBTQ advocacy group 
GLAAD.   

“We count on the narrative that young people are more progressive and tolerant,” John Gerzema, CEO of 
The Harris Poll, told USA TODAY. “These numbers are very alarming and signal a looming social crisis in 
discrimination.”  

Among the findings: 

• 36% of young people said they were uncomfortable learning a family member was LGBTQ, compared 
with 29% in 2017. 

• 34% were uncomfortable learning their doctor was LGBTQ vs. 27% a year earlier. 

• 39% were uncomfortable learning their child had a school lesson on LGBTQ history vs. 30% in 2017. 

Tolerance takes a hit: Americans less accepting of LGBT people in 
2017 [2018-01-25] 

The negative shift for the young is surprising, said Sarah Kate Ellis, 
GLAAD president and CEO. When GLAAD delved into the numbers, 
the group found that the younger generation was coming in contact 
with more LBGTQ people, particularly individuals who are non-
binary and don’t identify simply as lesbian or gay.  

“This newness they are experiencing could be leading to this erosion. 
It’s a newness that takes time for people to understand. Our job is to 
educate about non-conformity,” she said. 

'Toxic culture' 50 years after Stonewall 

The survey results come during Pride 2019 and on the eve of the 50th 
anniversary of the Stonewall riots, which sparked the LGBTQ rights 
movement. 

They also land at a dark hour politically and culturally for the 
LGBTQ community amid a rise in inflammatory rhetoric and dozens 

of policy setbacks, such as a ban on transgender people in the military and religious exemption laws that 
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can lead to discrimination, Ellis and Gerzema said. Both are a likely force behind the young's pushback on 
tolerance, they said.  

A new survey out during Pride 2019 shows young people have 
grown less accepting of LGBTQ individuals. (Photo: Robert 
Deutsch, USA TODAY) 

The young are bombarded by hate speech on social platforms from 
viral videos to “mean tweets,” Gerzema said. “Our toxic culture is 
enveloping young people. It instills fear, alienation, but also 
permissibility” that could sway “impressionable" young minds on 
what is acceptable. 

And there is a more menacing side, Ellis said. “We are seeing a stark increase in violence in the 
community.” GLAAD has documented more than 40 incidents of LGBTQ hate violence since Jan. 1.   

Two recent high-profile incidents: On June 16, a young gay couple were assaulted outside a popular strip of 
bars in Washington, D.C., in what police are investigating as a hate crime. A few weeks earlier, a Detroit 
man was charged in a triple homicide in which two gay men and one transgender woman were deliberately 
targeted, police say. 

The FBI released statistics in November showing a 17% increase in overall hate crimes in 2017. Of 7,175 
reported crimes, more than 1,200 were based on sexual orientation or gender identity bias. 

Stonewall Forever: 50 years after the raid that sparked the LGBTQ movement, monument goes digital 

The transgender community has been especially hard hit. In 2018, there were at least 26 deaths of 
transgender individuals in the U.S. because of violence, mostly black transgender women, according to the 
Human Rights Campaign, which has tracked 10 deaths so far this year. 

The situation is so grim that the American Medical Association warned this month of “an epidemic of 
violence” against transgender people, particularly those of color.    

VIDEO. Shear Avory, a non-binary transgender twenty-year-old who was 
subjected to conversion therapy, shares how they cope with suicidal 
ideation. USA TODAY 

'Tolerance parsed out' 

The increase in violence and discrimination 
mirrors the trajectory of the acceptance survey. The report, first 
commissioned in 2014, reflected positive momentum from historic gains 
for LGBTQ rights – such as the same-sex marriage ruling – in its first 
three years. But that shifted in 2017 with fallout from the presidential 
election, advocates say. 

Still, there is cause for optimism this year, Ellis said. Nearly half of all 
non-LGBTQ adults, or 49%, are classified in the survey as “allies” with 
high levels of tolerance. That is the same number as 2017, and “that is a 
big deal,” she said. 

Support for equal rights is also stable, with eight out of 10 backing 
equality for LGBTQ people for the third consecutive year. 

Want a dad hug? Free dad hugs at Pride show the lasting effect parents' 
rejection can have on LGBTQ kids 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2019/06/24/lgbtq-acceptance-millennials-decline-glaad-survey/1503758001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2019/06/24/lgbtq-acceptance-millennials-decline-glaad-survey/1503758001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2019/06/18/dc-gay-couple-face-mob-attack-3-teens-charged-hate-crime/1487739001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2019/06/09/detroit-man-arrested-lgbtq-triple-homicide/1401406001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2019/06/09/detroit-man-arrested-lgbtq-triple-homicide/1401406001/
https://www.fbi.gov/news/stories/2017-hate-crime-statistics-released-111318
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2019/06/04/stonewall-forever-digital-monument-debuts-50-years-after-riots/1253801001/
https://www.hrc.org/resources/violence-against-the-transgender-community-in-2019
https://www.healio.com/internal-medicine/practice-management/news/online/%7Bebe391b6-2ba9-4a08-8a2c-ebb071a83384%7D/ama-adopts-anti-transgender-violence-minor-vaccination-consent-human-trafficking-policies
https://www.healio.com/internal-medicine/practice-management/news/online/%7Bebe391b6-2ba9-4a08-8a2c-ebb071a83384%7D/ama-adopts-anti-transgender-violence-minor-vaccination-consent-human-trafficking-policies
https://www.usatoday.com/videos/news/2018/11/20/suicide-survivor-profile-shear-avory/1737414002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2019/06/20/dad-hugs-pride-parade-show-how-hard-family-rejection-hits-lgbt-kids/1497661001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2019/06/20/dad-hugs-pride-parade-show-how-hard-family-rejection-hits-lgbt-kids/1497661001/
https://www.usatoday.com/videos/news/2018/11/20/suicide-survivor-profile-shear-avory/1737414002/
https://infogram.com/062219-lgbtq-survey-1h8j4xzqk0pd2mv


https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2019/06/24/lgbtq-acceptance-millennials-decline-glaad-
survey/1503758001/  
Ellis is confident the younger generation can rise again as beacons of unbiased values. When numbers 
dipped a year ago for young males, GLAAD went to where male audiences consume content: video games. 
The advocacy group worked with the industry to introduce diverse characters and help shape attitudes. 

The group has similar outreach plans for targeting young women in a popular female venue, country music 
concerts, she said. 

It’s crucial LGBTQ advocates stay vigilant, Gerzema said. “In this toxic age, tolerance –even among 
youths – now seems to be parsed out. Nothing today should be taken for granted.” 
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Marine 1-Star Fires Back After He's Accused of Devaluing 
Women, Humiliating Staff  
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Cooling said opening combat jobs to women hurt the men serving in those roles and told a Marine aspiring 
to become a naval aviator that he'd "rather his daughter work in a brothel than be a female Marine pilot," 
the report states. 

The general disputed some of the findings in the report, telling investigators he didn't recall making some 
of the comments witnesses described or that they were made jokingly. At one point, he told investigators 
the analysis should be removed from their report since they didn't find his statements had violated any 
standards. 

They disagreed and stood by their findings. 

"We determined that BGen Cooling conducted himself in a less than exemplary manner in his treatment of 
subordinates or in comments that devalued women on seven occasions during his [seven]-month and 17-
day tenure at OLA," the investigators wrote. 

The Naval Academy graduate and career infantry officer said the many men and women he's served with 
over more than three decades can attest to his fairness. His experience as the commandant's legislative 
assistant has, however, changed his leadership style, he said. 

"I can say that I would be more sensitive to the environment as, from the outset, I never intended to cause 
anyone offense," Cooling said. 

Whether Cooling will remain in his current assignment following the completed investigation, which was 
published Wednesday, remains to be seen. Leaders are currently reviewing the report and will take 
appropriate action in light of the substantiated misconduct, Maj. Brian Block, a Marine spokesman at the 
Pentagon, said this week. 

"The Marine Corps expects every Marine, uniformed and civilian -- and particularly those in leadership 
positions -- to hold themselves to the highest standards in their personal and professional conduct," he said. 

The claims against Cooling occurred as Marine leaders work to end gender bias following a scandal in 
which more than 100 Marines were found to have shared nude photos of their female colleagues without 
permission. Cooling, according to the investigation, fought back against the idea that the service was facing 
a problem in its culture -- directly disputing a claim Neller, the service's top leader, made while testifying 
on Capitol Hill. 

As Cooling awaits his fate, he said he remains grateful for the opportunity to serve with Marines. 

"It has been my life, and I could not have asked or hoped for a better one," he said. 

-- Gina Harkins can be reached at gina.harkins@military.com. Follow her on Twitter @ginaaharkins.  

© Copyright 2019 Military.com. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, 
rewritten or redistributed. 
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When DODEA investigates its teachers for bullying, parents 
say they’re left in the dark 
By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes, June 23, 2019 

Candace Balfour and Sgt. 1st Class Edward Balfour are pictured 
with their children in their home at Robinson Barracks in Stuttgart, 
Germany. Bryson Washington sits on the floor with a book. The 
Balfours said they were were frustrated and angry at the way the 
military's school system handled a finding of emotional abuse 
substantiated by the Family Advocacy Program against Bryson's 
former teacher.  

JOHN VANDIVER/STARS AND STRIPES  

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — The special education teacher thrust a mirror in her student’s face as he 
sobbed. 

“Look at yourself,” she scolded the boy. “Look at how disgusting that looks.” 

The boy, fifth-grader Bryson Washington, was enrolled at the time in Stuttgart Elementary School’s 
program for students with moderate to severe disabilities, part of the Department of Defense Education 
Activity system in Europe. 

The incident was part of a pattern of abuse that went on in the special needs classroom for months: Bryson 
would forget a word or write outside the lines, the teacher would punish him, and he’d act out. 

But the mirror episode was the tipping point. Soon after, an anonymous report was made to the Family 
Advocacy Program, the military’s equivalent of civilian child protective services. 

A Family Advocacy investigation validated an allegation of emotional abuse against the teacher in October. 

Bryson’s parents, Candace Balfour and Sgt. 1st Class Edward Balfour, were devastated, but hopeful the 
school would act swiftly to mitigate the harm done to their son. 

That didn’t occur. 

Although DODEA officials said they do not tolerate abusive conduct of any kind and that “students are at 
the heart of everything we do,” what happened to the Balfours and others who contacted Stars and Stripes 
suggests otherwise. 

Ten parents, including the Balfours, and former school employees described disturbing behavior involving 
teachers at three DODEA schools in Europe. Their allegations include educators berating and mocking 
second graders, calling a kindergartner by a racist term and locking a special needs fourth-grader out of the 
classroom. 

Just as troubling as the teachers’ alleged misconduct, said those interviewed, was the response from 
DODEA. 

When teacher misconduct was reported to school principals and higher-ups, parents said they were kept in 
the dark about what action, if any, DODEA took. 

When DODEA teachers were disciplined, the punishment they received was temporary and they were back 
teaching within months, often in the same classroom. 
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The stories told to Stars and Stripes by DODEA parents and former employees portray a school system 
mired in inertia and lacking in transparency and accountability. While abusive teachers exist in other 
systems, public and private, those schools answer to school boards or state departments of education. 

But complaints or concerns about DODEA schools are addressed by DODEA itself, leading parents to 
believe they have few rights and less recourse when dealing with apparent teacher misconduct. Not even 
base commanders have authority over DODEA on many matters, though they may have some input. 

“It’s like the fox watching the hen house,” said Elizabeth Wright, the mother of a special needs fourth-
grader. 

 ‘Pegged him as broken’ 

The Wrights’ son started third grade at Patch Elementary School in Stuttgart in 2017. Elizabeth and Col. 
Jason Wright had adopted their son from foster care when he was 3. The boy had experienced early 
childhood trauma and was diagnosed with anxiety but showed no significant behavioral or academic 
problems at his school in Texas, the Wrights said. 

Their experience at the DODEA school in Stuttgart was markedly different. 

Their son’s third grade teacher told the Wrights he was “scary” and “the worst child” she had ever seen, the 
parents told Stars and Stripes. He was constantly sent out of the room and soon fell behind academically. 

“They saw a black, adopted kid and pegged him as broken,” Elizabeth Wright said. 

In fourth grade, when the Wrights’ son was put on an individualized education plan, or IEP, for an 
emotional disability, the alleged abuse worsened. 

As part of his IEP, the Wrights’ son had permission to seek a “safe space” when he felt anxious or 
frustrated. Usually, he would go sit in a nearby office, but his teacher shamed him for missing class time, 
locked him out of the classroom if he left and sometimes refused to let him leave at all, Elizabeth Wright 
said. 

At home, their son started to call himself “a monster,” she said. 

Elizabeth Wright said the trauma her son experienced as a toddler left him with a fear response, where he 
kicks doors, pushes things onto the floor and looks out of control. This behavior is often mistaken for 
aggression or defiance, but he is not a threat, she said. 

“We tried to inform educators (at Patch) on what trauma response or triggers look like,” she said, but 
nothing changed and the teacher stopped communicating with the family. 

The Wrights wrote to the DODEA Europe-East superintendent, asking for the school to be investigated 
and, when that went unheeded, filed a due process complaint alleging that the school had failed to provide 
their son with the fair and appropriate education he is guaranteed by law. 

District officials asked the Wrights to withdraw the complaint to allow them to do the original 
investigation, Jason Wright said. That investigation was conducted in February; the Wrights are still 
waiting for the written results. 

“They talked to all the people we thought they should talk to,” Jason Wright said. “They drew up 
recommendations and plans ... of what they would do and how they would approach this, and shared parts 
of that with us over the phone. 

“But it was not anything that we could hold in our hands,” he said. “Show us in writing what you’re doing, 
what you’ve done, what your next steps are. If you have to redact some of that, so be it. We’re still waiting 
on that.” 

https://www.stripes.com/news/europe/when-dodea-investigates-its-teachers-for-bullying-parents-say-they-re-left-in-the-dark-1.587229
https://www.stripes.com/news/europe/when-dodea-investigates-its-teachers-for-bullying-parents-say-they-re-left-in-the-dark-1.587229


https://www.stripes.com/news/europe/when-dodea-investigates-its-teachers-for-bullying-parents-say-they-
re-left-in-the-dark-1.587229  
In March, the Wrights heard of another incident involving their son and filed a discrimination complaint 
with DODEA. 

Less than a month later, DODEA closed the Wrights’ case, citing, in a letter signed by DODEA Europe 
East Chief of Staff Louis D’Angelo, the fact that the parents had moved their child from Patch to Stuttgart 
Elementary School, and had “effectively removed your son from the setting where you alleged 
discrimination was present, thus resolving the situation without additional action required.” 

The Wrights were outraged. 

“This isn’t just about our son,” Elizabeth Wright said. “We still don’t know if there has been any 
accountability. In the end, we had to remove our son, and he’s still hurt – just because we are no longer at 
that school doesn’t erase what happened to him.” 

 ‘He was in a box’ 

The Balfour family had a similar experience with their son, Bryson, after moving to Germany in November 
2017. 

The family thought Bryson’s tears and anxiety were caused by the stress of moving overseas and changing 
schools. But a paraprofessional who worked with Bryson tipped them off that there might be a deeper, 
more specific reason. 

Special education paraprofessional Erica Camacho had seen how, if Bryson wrote outside the lines, the 
teacher would make him erase his work and rewrite it, sometimes spending hours to get it right. 

She had seen Bryson being punished for forgetting a word. She’d seen the teacher tell him to stand in a 
corner, facing the wall, barricaded by gym mats, sometimes for 45 minutes or more. 

“He was in a box, so he couldn’t look out the window or over his shoulder at what the other students were 
doing,” said Camacho, who had worked with Bryson since the spring of 2018. 

“I would come home and tell my husband ... I must be going crazy because what I was taught ... the laws 
that I know protect (special education) students are supposed to apply no matter where we are,” Camacho 
said. “But no one seems to be saying anything,” 

Bryson’s saga hit its nadir last year for Camacho. As Bryson quietly sang a song in class to soothe himself 
and stop his tears, Camacho recalled how the teacher said to her, “Look at him. He’s crazy.” 

“He heard her, and he told her, ‘I’m not crazy,’ and started hysterically crying,” Camacho said. 

“He was crying so much, he had snot coming down his face,” she added. That’s when the teacher held a 
mirror in front of the boy and told him he looked disgusting, Camacho said. 

“I was, like, no way this is normal. I almost started to cry,” she said. 

Camacho said she didn’t trust the principal enough to report the incident to her, so she encouraged the 
family to ask Bryson specific questions about his day. 

 Substantiated abuse 

Soon after the incident, Family Advocacy received an anonymous complaint alleging abusive behavior by 
Bryson’s teacher. The Balfours and Camacho said they were not behind the complaint. 

In late October, Family Advocacy substantiated emotional abuse claims against Bryson’s teacher, 
according to a copy of a memorandum, which the Balfours shared with Stars and Stripes. 
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Bryson and another boy were moved to a different classroom. The teacher was placed on administrative 
leave while an investigation was conducted. She returned to the same classroom after the investigation was 
completed but was later moved to a different school, the Balfours said. 

In November, the Balfours asked DODEA to conduct an internal investigation into what happened in their 
son’s classroom and how the school handled the incident. 

At first, there was no response. 

But four months later, the base commander of U.S. Army Garrison Stuttgart, Col. Neal Corson, heard about 
the Balfours’ issues with the school and pledged to push for an investigation. At the same time, however, 
he stressed he did not have the authority to tell DODEA what to do. 

Corson’s interest in the case appeared to get things rolling, but the process soon stalled again. DODEA 
referred the investigation to the community superintendent, who interviewed the Balfours, Camacho and 
others in April. The Balfours say there has been no follow-up. 

“The intent of the system is to wait you out,” Edward Balfour said. 

The Balfours were fed up. The family requested an early return to the States so Bryson can attend a private 
school that can accommodate his needs when he starts middle school in the fall. 

“Even though we heard great things about the middle school (in Stuttgart), it’s still the same school system, 
the same leadership,” Candace Balfour said. “They’ve lost our respect and trust. I don’t want to put our 
family through that another year.” 

 Systemic differences 

In the last three years, 65 DODEA teachers have been terminated. Because DODEA says it cannot go into 
detail about individual cases, and because, as federal employees, DODEA teachers are protected by strict 
privacy laws, it’s impossible to report how many of those teachers were fired for abusive behavior toward 
children. 

Information about teacher disciplinary actions is more transparent in public school districts stateside. 

The Texas Education Agency, for example, lists on its website teachers who have been suspended, 
reprimanded, surrendered their teaching license or had it revoked, or been the subject of other disciplinary 
action. 

In Pennsylvania, the public can submit educator misconduct complaints to the department of education 
using an online form, and disciplinary action taken against teachers is published on the department’s 
website. 

Stars and Stripes chose not to name the teachers described in this story for now, because they are not public 
figures and because not all had been formally investigated by DODEA or charged by law enforcement — 
though the parents and other educators interviewed said that a lack of proper investigation is at the heart of 
the problem. 

Three of the DODEA teachers described in this story were contacted for comment. Two did not respond 
while Bryson’s former teacher referred inquiries to Jan Freeman, a lawyer at the Federal Education 
Association, the largest DODEA teacher’s union. 

Freeman said that while she cannot comment on an ongoing investigation, FEA supports the process “and 
we are confident that the facts will emerge.” 

In the 2018-19 school year, there were six reported allegations of child abuse involving DODEA 
employees in Europe, DODEA spokesman Will Griffin said. He did not say how many of those allegations 
were substantiated. 
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Some in the Stuttgart community say that number is too low, and that abuse often goes unreported because 
employees are afraid to speak up. 

Griffin said that DODEA employees are required to take action if they become aware of abusive conduct. 

“We do not tolerate abusive conduct of any kind in our schools, regardless of who the perpetrator may be,” 
Griffin said, adding that “any employee who becomes aware of abusive conduct has a legal and ethical 
obligation to act, whether it is in a reporting or investigative capacity.” 

Judy Rae Merhar, a former long-term substitute at Hainerberg Elementary School in Wiesbaden, met that 
obligation after a kindergarten teacher reportedly told a black boy he looked like “an ape without a brain in 
his body.” The same teacher routinely punished kids by making them stand alone in the bathroom or 
outside the classroom. 

Merhar documented the educator’s behavior for nearly three months last year and filed a report with the 
principal. 

The teacher was removed from the classroom for the last two weeks of school but returned last fall. 

Merhar said no one interviewed her or any of the parents about the teacher’s conduct, but the school did ask 
Merhar whether she would be satisfied if they put the teacher through counseling and training. 

No, she replied, that wouldn’t go far enough. “She should not be teaching any children.” 

svan.jennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 
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A mother reported a teen bully for racially taunting her son. 
Then he beat her unconscious, attorney says. 
By Allyson Chiu 
The Washington Post, June 26, 2019 

VIDEO. Beronica Ruiz, 35, was hospitalized June 19 after she was 
allegedly attacked by a 13-year-old boy who she reported had 
racially taunted her son. (ABC7)  

When Beronica Ruiz went to pick up her 12-year-old son from 
school in Passaic, N.J., last week, it wasn’t the first time that day 
she needed to be there. Hours earlier, Ruiz and her husband had met 
with the school’s vice principal over concerns that their son was 

threatened by other students who allegedly chanted “All Mexicans should go back behind the wall,” the 
family’s attorney told The Washington Post. 

The New Jersey couple were upset the school didn’t inform them about the taunts but left the June 19 
meeting feeling “somewhat reassured” after the vice principal said he would contact the students and their 
parents, said Daniel Santiago, the lawyer. 

But as Ruiz, who was pushing her 1-year-old daughter in a stroller, walked home from Passaic Gifted and 
Talented Academy School No. 20 with her son that afternoon, the boy noticed they weren’t alone. Three 
boys trailed behind — and he recognized them. 

“[He] turned to his mother and said, ‘Mom, those are the children that were threatening me, and they’re 
following us,’ ” Santiago said. 

Moments later, a 13-year-old boy allegedly attacked. Santiago said the boy first punched Ruiz’s son in the 
face. When the 35-year-old mother tried to step in, the teen hit her and “threw her to the ground,” causing 
her to lose consciousness, Santiago said. 

“This was a brutal hate crime, and it was committed by a 13-year-old,” Santiago said. “I don’t know what 
circumstances could give rise to a 13-year-old boy having such hate in his heart that he would commit this 
brutal attack and leave a woman essentially to die in front of her children without any remorse or any 
twinge of conscience.” 

Beronica Ruiz, 35, suffered facial fractures and a concussion, her attorney 
said. (Daniel Santiago/Courtesy of Daniel Santiago)  

Ruiz was hospitalized for two days after the alleged beating, which left her 
with facial fractures and a concussion, Santiago said. 

On Tuesday, the Passaic County Prosecutor’s Office announced that the 13-
year-old, who fled the scene, had been arrested and charged following the 
June 19 incident. He faces one count each of aggravated assault and simple 
assault, and has been released to his parents pending an appearance in family 
court, according to the news release. The attack was condemned by Passaic 
City Mayor Hector C. Lora, who said in a statement to The Post he was 
“outraged” and added that “what happened to the mother is unacceptable.” 

“This incident is being taken extremely seriously. I have met with and 
spoken personally with the family,” Lora said. “I have met with my chief of police, local officials and 
school administration as well as board members to make sure there is accountability and that this family 
receives justice as well as any help and resources we can provide so they can heal and feel safe.” 
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However, Santiago maintains that the violent attack could have been avoided if the school had responded 
differently to the initial bullying complaint, noting that he is planning to file a lawsuit on behalf of the 
family. School officials did not respond to requests for comment late Tuesday. 

“Just practically speaking, if the boy wasn’t in school, if he had been disciplined for actually using racially 
charged slurs, this attack would not have happened,” the attorney said. 

The 13-year-old suspect is African American, Santiago said. Ruiz and her husband are Mexican and are in 
the United States on work permits while they await green cards, but their children are American citizens, he 
said. 

The day before the alleged assault, Santiago said Ruiz’s son was in the school cafeteria when a group of 
students started mocking him about his ethnicity, telling him, “Go back behind the wall.” 

In response to the bullies, Santiago said the boy “quite astutely” pointed out, “We’re all immigrants, so 
what are you talking about?” But instead of defusing the situation, “the other boys became violent” and 
started threatening Ruiz’s son, Santiago said. 

“He pulled one of the teachers aside and said, ‘I’m scared for my safety,’ ” the lawyer said. “The teacher 
grabbed the attention of a security guard, and they essentially sequestered my client’s son in a room for his 
own safety.” 

Though the school appeared to see “the threat as very real,” Santiago said Ruiz and her husband were not 
made aware of what happened until their son told them. 

During the meeting with the school’s vice principal, the administrator admitted fault, telling the parents that 
“it slipped his mind” and “he should have contacted them,” Santiago claimed. 

“That in itself is a woefully inadequate response,” he said, later adding, “If my son’s health and his well-
being and indeed his life was in danger and the school knew about it and they failed to report it to me, 
someone dropped the ball. That is a failure on the school district’s part.” 

It is not exactly clear what motivated the 13-year-old to allegedly go after Ruiz and her son, but the mother 
told NBC New York that the teen was swearing loudly when he approached the family on the street. Ruiz 
said when she tried to get the 13-year-old to stop, he told her to “shut up” and punched her. 

By the time she regained consciousness and called the police, her attacker was gone, Santiago said. But it 
wasn’t long before Ruiz saw him again. 

When Ruiz was released from the hospital, she and her husband took their son back to school only to 
discover that the teen was still attending classes “as if nothing had happened,” Santiago said. 

“They spoke to the vice principal again, and the response they received was, ‘Well, he has the right to an 
education just as much as your son does,’ ” Santiago said. 

The boy was suspended only after Ruiz’s husband called Lora, the mayor, Santiago said. (Lora has not 
commented on his involvement.) It is unclear whether the other two boys present that afternoon have faced 
disciplinary action, though Santiago said they “tried to stop the 13-year-old.” 

The school has also now offered to pay for the family’s medical bills, Santiago said. 

“We do appreciate the gesture,” he said, “but at this point, it’s too little too late.” 

Santiago said that while Ruiz’s physical injuries have started to heal, “her emotional wounds are slower to 
recover.” 

“My son, he can’t sleep, and I don’t sleep because I am very worried,” Ruiz told ABC7 News. 

In Tuesday’s statement, prosecutors made no mention of hate crime charges, although that’s how Santiago 
categorizes what happened. 
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“This began by boys chanting that Mexicans should go back behind the wall,” he said. “What spurred them 
to threaten violence was [Ruiz’s son] advising that we all come from immigrants. . . . That anger triggered 
in this young boy enough hate and enough fury to attack a woman, an adult, with no fear.” 

Allyson Chiu Allyson Chiu is a reporter with The Washington Post's Morning Mix team. She has previously 
contributed to the South China Morning Post and the Pacific Daily News. Follow  
 
 
SEE ALSO: 
Bully accused of racist comments charged with beating classmate, his mother [USA TODAY, 2019-06-26] 
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Air Force cautions troops to beware of sexless ‘involuntary 
celibates’ 
By J.D. Simkins  
Air Force Times, June 21, 2019 

A recent brief at Joint Base Andrews warned 
of radicalized incels. (Air Force 
amn/nco/snco) 

A safety brief analyzing security concerns at 
one military installation offered up an 
eccentric example of a potential hazard when 
instructors warned airmen in attendance of 
the growing threat of incels, or involuntary 
celibates. 

The online-based community of introverted, 
sexless individuals that may have started 
decades ago as an innocuous attempt at 
achieving a sense of belonging has, in recent 

years, become a label for a more aggressive sect of repugnant men who cast the entirety of the blame for 
their coitus-free existence onto women. 

This scorn has manifested in the form of heinous misogyny shared over online message boards, and in a 
handful of cases, escalated into deadly violence. 

In the wake of learning Army veteran and Dallas courthouse shooter, Brian Isaack Clyde, was an active 
participant in the incel subculture, at least one base — Maryland’s Joint Base Andrews — is now taking 
measures to educate service members on the warning signs — including the use of a popular meme Clyde 
shared on his social media — of potential violence carried out by the incel community. 

In the time leading up to the shooting, Clyde shared a version of the incel meme known as “Virgin vs. 
Chad,” in which the characteristics of an incel man are stacked up against his antithesis. In Clyde’s case, 
the meme contrasted the ways in which the Virgin and Chad would carry out a mass shooting, according to 
the Dallas Morning News. 

Clyde, who was found with a rifle and more than 150 rounds of ammunition on his body, was shot and 
killed by security officers shortly after he opened fire at the Earle Cabell Federal Building. There were no 
other casualties. 

• FBI got tip about Dallas courthouse shooter in 2016 while he was in the Army [2019-06-20] 

The “Becky vs. Stacy” iteration that was used during the brief at Andrews, one that was shared Tuesday to 
the popular Facebook page, Air Force amn/nco/scno, depicts two types of women flanked by a series of 
debasing comments incels use to characterize those who refuse to enter romantic relationships with them. 

Increased discussion in “extremist connections and attacks” from incels is cited in the brief along with 
other incel character traits, such as maintaining the belief that they are “owed attention from ‘Beckys.'” 

“The content of this briefing was based upon law enforcement as well as public sources and was used to 
inform both military commanders and law enforcement personnel about a very real threat to military 
members and civilians," Master Sgt. Jake Richmond, spokesman for Joint Base Andrews, told Military 
Times. 
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“The briefing aims to provide those audiences with the necessary tools to identify and prevent threats.” 

One such threat came to a violent end in May 2014, when 22-year-old Elliot Rodger shared a video 
blaming women at UC Santa Barbara for his repeated romantic failures before going on a shooting and 
stabbing rampage on the school’s campus. 

The same day as the Isla Vista killings, Rodger posted a video titled, “Why do girls hate me so much?” in 
which he ranted against women at the school. 

“I don’t know why you girls are so repulsed by me. I do everything I can to appear attractive to you. I dress 
nice, I am sophisticated, I am magnificent. I have a nice car, a BMW. . . I am polite," he said. 

"I am the ultimate gentleman. And yet, you girls never give me a chance. I don’t know why. I feel so 
invisible as I walk through my college. Your revealing shorts, your cascading blonde hair, your pretty 
faces. I want one for a girlfriend. I deserve girls much more than all those slobs. . . . I should be the one 
with the girls. I mean, look at me? I’m gorgeous. But you girls don’t see it.” 

Rodger killed six and injured 14 more before shooting himself in his vehicle. The video has since been 
taken down. 

In April 2018, Alek Minassian allegedly hopped his rental van onto a sidewalk in downtown Toronto, 
ramming pedestrians in an attack that left 10 dead and 16 wounded. 

Some incels on online forums, such as the popular “4Chan," went as far as to celebrate the alleged killer in 
the wake of the attack, using Minassian’s image as avatars and calling for follow-up hostilities using “mass 
rape,” “poison,” and “mass acid attacks.” 

Whether the Joint Base Andrews example is part of a DoD-wide initiative remains unclear, but Richmond 
made clear that Andrews wants to remain out in front of any potential hazards. 

“The safety and security of our installation personnel and families are paramount.” 

J.D. Simkins is a writer and editor for Military Times who was a Marine scout observer from 2004-2008. 
He ugly cried when the Washington Capitals won the 2018 Stanley Cup. 

 

https://www.airforcetimes.com/off-duty/military-culture/2019/06/21/air-force-cautions-troops-to-beware-of-sexless-involuntary-celibates/
https://www.airforcetimes.com/off-duty/military-culture/2019/06/21/air-force-cautions-troops-to-beware-of-sexless-involuntary-celibates/
https://gawker.com/seven-dead-in-drive-by-shooting-near-uc-santa-barbara-1581039207
http://www.wehuntedthemammoth.com/2018/04/24/incels-hail-toronto-van-driver-who-killed-10-as-a-new-elliot-rodger-talk-of-future-acid-attacks-and-mass-rapes/
https://www.airforcetimes.com/author/jon-simkins
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